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As a condition for accepting the Constitution, the American people demanded the 
enactment of the Bill of Rights immediately after ratification of the Constitution. 

They had been assured that the Constitution was calling into existence a national 
government whose powers were limited to those enumerated in the Constitution. But 
that did not satisfy them. They wanted a Bill of Rights to make it clear that the 
federal government was prohibited from doing the things that are listed in the Bill 
of Rights. 

 

There are several important things to notice about the Bill of Rights: 

First, the Bill of Rights, does not give people rights. 

Our ancestors understood that rights come from nature and God, not from government. 

People’s rights pre-exist government. 

Second, the Bill of Rights consists of prohibitions and restrictions on the 
government.  

Why is that important? 

Because our ancestors knew that the government power would inevitably attract people 
to public office who would do the types of things that were being restricted. They would 
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criminalize speech, especially speech that was critical of government officials. They 
would ban protests against government. They would force people to subscribe to a 
certain religion. They would seize people’s guns. They would punish any malefactor by 
simply having civil or military agents take people into custody, incarcerate them, torture 
them, or execute them, all without trial by jury and due process of law. 

The Bill of Rights was to serve as a reminder that federal officials had no legitimate 
power to do any of these things... 

Third, the Bill of Rights contains no emergency or crisis exception. 

That’s because our ancestors knew that historically crises and emergencies were the 
time-honored way by which people lost their liberties at the hands of their own 
government. During such times, people become afraid and their natural tendency is to 
look to the government to keep them safe and secure. 

They forget that the biggest threat to their liberty is their very own government, as 
reflected in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Thus, they eagerly trade away their 
liberty for “security.” Later, when the crisis or emergency has passed, they discover that 
the government is unwilling to give up the power it has acquired over them. 

Live accordingly...  

 


